
 

 

 

10 Year Old Boy Raising Funds for Parkinson’s One Pedal at a Time 

This summer, Nat Bannister, a 10-year-old boy from Nobleton will be cycling over 

300km in 3 days to raise funds for Parkinson’s research by participating in Pedaling for 

Parkinson’s.  

His grandfather, who was diagnosed with Parkinson’s 2 years ago, has been the reason 

behind Nat’s passion for the cause.  

Pedaling for Parkinson’s takes place July 11-13, 2014. Participants each pedal one 
stroke for every Canadian with Parkinson’s.  The ride takes place in and around the 
Parry Sound area and raises awareness and funds for research to help make a 
difference in the lives of those affected by Parkinson's.  Every dollar raised by the event 
goes directly to support a Canadian research scientist working at the cutting edge of an 
international effort to understand the disease.   
 
This year will be Nat’s second time participating. 

“Last year, my goal was to raise $10,000 and I raised almost 14,000 dollars. I got it 

mostly from family, friends, my hockey team… My grandparents also sponsored me,” he 

says. 

He hopes to raise the same amount again this year. 

“His first ride last year was a bit of an eye opener as he had never ridden that far 

before. This year he knows what he’s in for but is committed to help Grandpa,” says 

Doug Bannister, Nat’s father. “Nat has the stamina and energy and wants to help.  

Seeing Grandpa deteriorate has focused him on this ride where he can make a real 

difference.” 

Nat’s dedication to the cause has been particularly noteworthy. At his birthday this past 

May, he requested his friends donate money to his ride in lieu of presents and was able 

to raise over $500.  

“Last year after the ride he saw a family friend, Jim, in the grocery store and Nat told 

him about the event.  When Jim said he was sorry he missed the event as he would 

have sponsored Nat, Nat replied ‘it’s never too late to sponsor me – you can give me 

the money now’ and walked away with $100 to add to the total,” adds Doug. 



 

 

To learn more about Pedaling for Parkinson’s, please visit 

www.pedalingforparkinsons.ca.  

About Parkinson Society Central & Northern Ontario 

Parkinson Society Central & Northern Ontario contributes to the National Research 
Program while regionally offering support services, information and specialized 
programs to ease the burden for those living with this chronic, degenerative neurological 
disorder. The Central and Northern Ontario region covers a large geographic area from 
St. Catharines to Kingston and then north to include all of Northern Ontario. There are 
over 50 chapters and support groups throughout the region to support people affected 
by Parkinson’s. 
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